
 
February 27, 2020 
 
Members of the Minnesota Senate 
95 University Ave. W.  
St. Paul, MN 55103 
 
Members of the Minnesota Senate:  
 
On behalf of Minnesota Famers Union (MFU), I write to express enthusiastic support for the 
confirmation of Thom Petersen as Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
(MDA). Commissioner Petersen is servant leader and a tireless advocate for agriculture and 
Minnesota’s farm families. Our state will continue to be well-served by his thoughtful leadership.  
 
Of course, our knowledge of Commissioner Petersen’s strong commitment to farm families begins 
not with his appointment into the Walz administration, but more than a decade ago when he was 
hired as MFU’s Director of Government Relations—and even before that when he served our 
organization as an active and engaged farmer member. In his tenure with MFU, he lifted up the 
voices of famers and brought together broad coalitions in order to achieve meaningful policy wins, 
including passing legal protections for farmers engaging in agritourism, increasing access to locally-
grown, healthy foods, and paving the way for Minnesota’s growing hemp industry.  
 
In his first year as Commissioner, Petersen helped secure new funding for farmer mental health, 
championed direct financial relief to small and mid-sized dairies, and crisscrossed the state to meet 
farmers where they are and see the impact of his agency’s work firsthand. In all this, he exemplified 
the values of servant leadership, acting as a thoughtful friend and generous mentor to staff, interns, 
colleagues, and others—many of whom are now following his example in service to our state.  
 
In many ways, agriculture is at an inflection point. To use a phrase that Thom employs often, ‘every 
day there are challenges’—including trade disruptions, unpredictable weather, and generational 
transition—'and opportunities’—including new cropping systems, value-added opportunities that 
open up new markets, and a generation of new, diverse farmers who are eager to get onto the land. 
Thom is humble, thoughtful, and carries the stories of Minnesota’s farm families in his heart every 
day. I can’t think of anyone better prepared to lead us through these challenges and help us take 
advantage of new opportunities.  
 
For these reasons and more, I urge you to vote for confirmation. If you have any questions, please 
contact our Government Relations Director, Stu Lourey, at stu@mfu.org or (320) 232-3047.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gary Wertish 
President, Minnesota Farmers Union  


